[Laparoscopic cholecystectomy: experience of VGH-Kaohsiung].
One hundred consecutive patients underwent laparoscopic cholecystectomy from May 1991 to February 1992 at Veterans General Hospital--Kaohsiung. Ninety-seven of them presented on an elective basis, including eight patients undergoing endoscopic sphincterotomy with extraction of common bile duct stone before laparoscopic cholecystectomy. The remaining 3 patients were operated during acute cholecystitis episode. Two patients with biliary injuries during laparoscopic cholecystectomy were converted to laparotomy, with a conversion rate of 2%. Intraoperative cystic cholangiogram was done selectively in 7 patients. Major complications occurred in 3 patients, including two biliary injuries and one residual CBD stone. Minor complications of wound infection were found in 7 patients. The overall morbidity rate was 10%. No operative mortality was found. Mean operation time was 112 minutes and mean blood loss was 90 ml. The mean hospital stay (3.1 days) and the mean time of returning to normal activity (14.7 days) were longer than those of Western series, but were shorter than those of open cholecystectomy. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a safe and effective procedure that can be performed with minimal risk. However, the importance of accurate preoperative screening and surgical experience should be emphasized for this new procedure. In patients with gall stone plus CBD stone, combined endoscopic sphincterotomy with extraction of CBD stone and laparoscopic cholecystectomy may offer a new therapeutic approach but the long term effect of endoscopic sphincterotomy needs further evaluation.